CHAPTER XI
THE LOAN THAT SAVED RUSSIA
SHORTLY after my arrival from my peace missrion in
the United States, I had a heart-to-heart talk with Count
Dimitry Solski, President of the Imperial Council, about
Russian home affairs. "Count," he repeated, "you alone
can save the situation." When I declared that it was my
intention to keep aloof by all means, and to go abroad for a
few months' rest, he burst into tears and reproached me for
my egoism and lack of patriotism. "Go abroad!" he ex-
claimed. "In the meantime we shall all perish here!"
Unwilling to shirk the duty I owed to my Monarch and
country, I did not go abroad. Although I had no illusions
about the difficulty and thanklessness of the task, I assumed
the burden of power and bore it for six months. My ap-
pointment as President took place immediately upon the
publication of the historical manifesto of October lyth,
which granted the Russian people civic liberties and a par-
liamentary regime.
In October, 1905, the Government had neither troops
nor funds with which to fight the revolution. I soon per-
ceived that only two things could save the dynasty and
enable Russia to weather the revolutionary storm, namely,
a large foreign loan and the return of the army from Trans-
baikalia and Manchuria to the European part of the coun-
try. These two measures, coupled with a determination on
the part of the Government to carry out in good faith the
promises of the constitutional manifesto, I was certain,
would pacify the country.
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